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By Louise Page 

It is difficult to believe, 
when one looks out over the 
tiny town of Echo, that here 
lies 2 spot so rich in the 
history of the making of the 
west. 

Some historians have call- 
ed Echo Canyon the *‘Cum- 
berland Gap of the West’. 
Little wonder, when one 
begins to investigate the 
history of Echo, a brief 
examination only invites one 
to study in depth. 

Michael Paul Richins and 
his mother Amelda Saxton 
Richins are two Echo resi- 
dents who have given much 
of their spare time to digging 
out and documenting the 
history of Echo. 

Future generations will be 
in their debt. It needs to be 
done, because tragically, 
very little of historical Echo 
remains: with one notable 
exception, the Echo Church. 
And, once again, it appears 
threatened. 

Little is known about the 
church building. Efforts to 
document the verbal, tradi- 
‘tionally held history of the 
building have, in many 
instances, produced more 
questions than answers. 

To help the history of the 
Echo Church House, it is 
necessary to understand 
some of the history of Echo 
itself. 


“The first settler was a 22 
year old Michigan native, 
James E. Bromley. Bromley 
had left home while still in 
his teens to become a stage 
driver. At the time Bromley 
came to Utah, he was a 
division superintendent for 
the overland mail route 
servicing Salt Lake. Bromley 
claimed several acres of land 
at the mouth of Echo Canyon 
and established the Weber 
Stage Station. Everyone go- 
ing to ‘‘Zion’’, or California, 
by way of the central route, 
passed by Bromley’s strati- 
gically located stage station. 
From here, the pioneers 


turned north and traveled on 
to Salt Lake passing through 
Henefer and Emigration 
Canyon. The stages turned 
south, traveling by way of 
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Coalville, Wanship and Par- 
leys. Bromley’s Station offer- 
ed lodging, a blacksmith 
shop, a store, a saloon, and 
the Post Office. 

Bromley became the first 
Echo Postmaster and as 
such, became embroiled in 
the Utah War. The ‘‘Mor- 
mons”’ disatisfied with the 
mail service they were 
getting, formed an express 
of their own. The two 
“Gentile’’ contractors, who 
had been handling the Salt 
Lake City mail and freight 
deliveries were, quite upset 
about losing this $50,000 per 
year contract and complain- 
ed bitterly to Presiden: 
James Buchanan. Thes: 
complaints in addition to 
others he was receiving 
regarding the alleged lack cf 
law and order in Utah. 
prompted Buchanan to dis 
patch an Army expidition tc 
Utah to bring the Mormons 
in line. 

Bromley, who was return- 
ing from Independence at 
the time, met with Colonel 
Johnston and his 2,500 
troops in the fall of 1857 near 
South Pass Wyoming. The 
Echo Founder became a 
guide for the army. 

Meanwhile the Mormons, 
on learning their mail con- 
tract had been cancelled and 
an army had been dispatched 
their way, determined they 
would not experience a 
repeat of the persicution they 
had suffered in Missouri and 
Illinois. 

In Echo Canyon, they 
stacked rocks among the 
ledges, building fortifica- 
tions. They set up Weber 
Camp near Bromley’s stage 
station and from there, 
burned pastures and camp 
grounds all along the trail 
into Wyoming. 


FOCUS 


Following a long cold 
winter spent at the charred 
remains of Fort Bridger 
Wyoming, Johnston’s army 
made an uneventful entrance 
in to the Salt Lake Valley, 
passing through the city and 
camping 30 miles to the 
south. 

Western travel continued 
and increased, with the 
Weber Stage Station, in 
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Echo becoming ever more 
important. Many new sett- 
lers arrived in Echo, attract- 
ed to the area while 
participating in the Utah 
War. The government re- 
opened mail service to Utah, 
with Bromley in charge of 
the road, buying mules and 
building stations. 

On April 9, 1860, the first 
Pony Express rider from the 
East passed through Echo. 
Bromley hired riders and 
bought horses for the line. 

Echo became the Central 
Overland Pony Express Sta- 
tion and was a mail changing 
and rider changing station. 
The main stop between Fort 
Bridger and Salt Lake, the 
riders traveling by way of 
Henefer and Emigration 
Canyon. 

The Pony Express and the 
Central Overland California 
and Pike’s Peak Stage Line, 
(serviced by Bromley’s stage 
station) proved the Central 
Overland Route, from the 
Missouri River to Sacramen- 
to, by way of Echo Canyon 
and Salt Lake City as the 
most practical and therefore 
the most important one in 
the nation. The Central 
Overland Route through 
Echo, was the only route 
which remained open 
throughout the Civil War. 

By July of 1861, mail was 
passing through Echo daily. 

During this period, some 
Mormon settlers had begun 
arriving in Echo. Edward 
Richins, a Mormon Emigrant 
from England arrived in 
1857. William LeRoy and 


lopment were under 
rect supervision of 
Johw F. Bennett until 1935. 
having worked with the 
company for 15S years, 
allace F. Bennett assumed 
direct management responsi- 
bilities from 1935 to 1950. 
Richard S. Bennett, his 
brother, had also worked in 
the company for 15 years 
before he assumed the 
management, serving from 
S50 through 1976. Wallace 
G) Bennett, the Senator’s 
son) had worked in the 
company 17 years before he 
became\ President in 1977 
following the death of 
Richard S.\Bennett. 

The decade of the ’80’s 
has brought, even more 
expansion and growth for 
Bennett’s. A glass-walled 
high rise, housing an auto- 
mated storage and retrieval 
system containing over 5200 
storage bins, was added. 
New glass tempering facili- 
ties, which will accommodate 
glass in sizes up to 84’ X 
120’’, were installed, at the 
21st South complex, and new 
facilities have been provided 
with the capacity to handle 
computer-optimized glass 
cutting and high speed 
edging, and produce comp- 
letely assembled storm win- 
dows. 
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In 1892, Bennett’s Paint 
and Glass is celebrating its 
100th Anniversary. During 
its first century Bennett’s 
has expanded in all markets 
of the Intermountain area 
with company stores in 
Ogden, Provo, Logan, Cedar 
City and Orem in Utah, 
Pocatelloo, Idaho Falls, Twin 
Falls and Boise in Idaho, 
Rock Springs in Wyoming, 
and Las Vegas in Nevada. 


In addition to its own 
outlets, its paint and glass 
products are distributed by 
more than 400 affiliated 
dealers. 


A statement of the inside 
of The Bennett Book Catalog 
dated 1924, summarizes the 
success of Bennett’s over the 
past 100 years--- 

“For our success we are 
indebted to our friends. 


Bennett’s today. 


JOIN US FOR DINNER 


That’s Right! Enjoy Dinner in the Patio Greenhouse every 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 5:00-9:00 P.M. 


Featuring Your Favorite Omelettes and Sandwiches from our regular 
menu and reasonably priced Steak, Seafood and Chicken entrees that 
include our Fresh Salad Bar. 


Don't Forget Our Regular Menu including our Famous Breakfast Specials 
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., Friday, Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


THE 


